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Chairman’s Message
Rod Sheridan

Rod Sheridan
Welcome to my first column in The Flyer. I should 
probably introduce myself to my fellow supporters 
of The Hall. 

Let me start by saying how thrilled I am to be 
part of the Hall of Fame. When Tom Appleton 
approached me about potentially becoming a 
director of the Hall, I took a few weeks to consider 
how I could contribute. I should point out that Tom 
had spent many years as my boss at de Havilland 
and Bombardier. Like most of you my first contact 
with The Hall was at an Induction Ceremony 
Dinner. In fact, I didn’t attend the Bombardier 
Long Service Awards dinner the year I was to 
receive my 25 year pin in order to be present for a 
friend’s induction into The Hall. 

Tom’s many years as Chairman and a strong 
supporter of The Hall will be difficult to follow, 
and I seem to have been following in Tom’s 
foot steps my entire career. His tireless efforts 
fundraising along with keeping the directors’ 
chairs filled is more than a part time job and that 
only scratches the surface. Tom did warn me this 
was not an ‘Honorary’ position but a serious job 
that should sometimes have the description of 
“professional beggar”. So far so good, but I know 
as I have many times over the last 30 + years, I 

plan to call on his wisdom and experience to help 
pick the best course to follow.

Let me take this opportunity to thank Tom for his 
leadership and guidance. Tom leaves The Hall in 
great shape with dedicated directors and a support 
staff that keep the operation tuned and firing on all 
cylinders. Now they just need to make sure I’ve 
got the correct chart in front of me. I know Tom 
will continue to support and help build the Hall of 
Fame in the years to come.

I have spent my entire working life in the aviation 
industry. Over the years, I have come to call 
many current members of the Hall of Fame and 
a few that deserve to be members, friends. For 
28 years at de Havilland and then Bombardier, I 
was a proud promoter of Canadian-built aircraft 
around the world. Now as an aircraft owner, our 
company owns over 120 Q400s and CRJs on lease 
to airlines around the world (and an additional 300 
or so of other much less important manufacturers).

In these many years of traveling the world peddling 
Canadian aircraft, I have had the opportunity 
to visit aviation museums from Rio Grande, 
Argentina to Bodo, Norway. This afforded me 
the opportunity to meet many of the builders of 

aviation around the globe. No matter where I 
found myself reading the stories of these pillars 
of our industry, it always makes me proud to have 
played an ever so small part of this industry. I do 
have a few good stories of attending airshows and 
visiting places like Sumara in Russia, the home of 
Yuri Gagarin. But I think those can wait for future 
columns.

In closing let me say that walking through the Hall 
of Fame exhibits and reading the stores of the Hall 
Members, I find myself humbled by their exploits, 
accomplishments and sacrifices.  Many of you 
have likely read the book Fate is the Hunter*. I try 
to imagine how many similar stories and, in fact, 
books lie dormant with our members and fellow 
Canadian friends and colleagues. 

For me this is what the Hall of Fame is all about: 
ensuring these stories are never forgotten and that 
the women and men who lived them are revered as 
we etch out their stories in the History Book that is 
Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame.

*a memoir by Ernest K. Gann.
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Dave was born and raised in Edmonton but has worked in Calgary and Toronto as well. He attained a Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering and a Bachelor of Commerce from the University of Alberta in 1972 and ‘73 respectively. His working 
career was in the energy industry where he worked the business side of his education even though he was hired as an 
engineer. Dave earned his private pilot’s license at age seventeen with the fantastic instruction of Hall of Fame Member Vera 
Dowling. He has owned three aircraft over the years since: a Piper J3 Cub, a Cessna 172 and a Cessna 206 and continued 
private flying for enjoyment until 2013. He has been a member of COPA since 1966.

Dave’s volunteer work included sixteen years on the Board of Directors of the Edmonton Petroleum Club, President in 2000-01; 
six years on the Advisory Board of the Reynolds Alberta Museum, Chair in 2009-10; four years on the Board of Directors of the 
Edmonton Petroleum Golf and Country Club, President in 1998-2000.

Although retired from regular work, Dave still serves as a Director and Chairman of the Board of Estec Systems (TSX – ESE), 
a Director of Encore Electronics Inc. He is a life member of the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Alberta and a member of the Edmonton Petroleum Club.

David E. Wright, B.Sc., B.Com., P.Eng.

Denis Chagnon, of Longueuil, Quebec, is President of York & Cumberland Communications Inc., specializing in aviation and 
humanitarian issues. Previously, he was head of communications and spokesperson for the United Nations International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) from 1996 to 2011. His extensive communications career includes similar activities with Air 
Canada from 1979 to 1992, as well as financial institutions and Canadian government agencies. He received his Bachelor of 
Journalism from Carleton University (Ottawa) and worked in print and broadcast journalism, in both French and English. He is 
a professional speaker, master of ceremonies and has contributed to a number of aviation-related magazines and publications, 
notably the Memoirs of Dr Assad Kotaite, President Emeritus of the Council of ICAO, and the ICAO STATES TODAY 
commemorative albums. 

Founding president of a Toastmasters Club in Montreal, Denis also supports a number of local, Canadian and global community 
or humanitarian organizations, including Kéroul – a Montreal-based, non-profit organization committed to the promotion and 
development of accessible tourism and culture, with all modes of transportation. His favourite leisure activity is walking. He has 
served as Master of Ceremonies for CAHF’s induction dinner galas for several years.

Denis Chagnon, B.Journalism

New Director

New Director



My earliest recollections of my father began when he ran Atlas Aviation 
based at Uplands Airport in Ottawa. The years were from the late 1940s 
to the early 1950s and were formative years for me and my future career. 
He would often take me “to work” with him on weekends and let the 
engineers and office staff entertain me while he worked. Dad actually 
learned to fly at Atlas after the war and became part of the management 
team and ultimately owner of the company. Atlas Aviation was a one stop 
shop comprised of a charter department, photo survey operation, freight 
forwarder and of course, a flying school.

There were some very interesting times for me during this period of his 
career. Another Hall of Famer, Lorna deBlicquy, learned to fly at Atlas and 
some of the costs of her lessons were deferred by her being my babysitter 
on an as-required basis. At one point, Dad decided there was a future in 
the gyrocopter and I remember the arrival of the very first one. It was an 
event even my mother Carla came out to celebrate. Dad’s intention was to 
use it for photography and to pull banners over the city of Ottawa. I had 
a flight in it and can only think of how noisy and rough the flight was and 
not really wanting to go again.

On occasion, Dad would take me flying with him on his knee, and I recall 
the SeaBee he flew and an unfortunate mishap we had in Quebec City. We 
both walked away unscathed but I did learn a new language that day. On 
another notable flight, Dad and Bill Paris, president of the Royal Canadian 
Flying Clubs Association, were flying an Apache aircraft to London, 
Ontario for meetings and took me along. It was summer, it was hot and I 
was in the back seat. Smoking was in fashion in those days and of course, I 
became violently ill. Mr Paris said I would never become a pilot being that 
I was so sick, to which Dad agreed and suggested my becoming a lawyer 
or doctor would be more to his liking in any event.
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My Dad and Me - 
Growing up with Angus C Morrison

Dad went to work for the Air Industries and Transport Association of 
Canada (AITA) in the mid 1950s and things changed for me at home. I 
missed the trips to the airport and saw very little of my Dad for a number 
of years as his new position had him working long hours and travelling on 
a regular basis. However, it was also the years of my introduction to some 
of the great names in aviation as Dad would frequently host dinners at the 

James Morrison

The arrival of this gyrocopter made news, ca 1950s.

James Morrison, centre, with his Dad, left, and brother Mark, 
at his father’s induction into Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame

 in 1989.

Morrison family collection

house and I would see people like Rolly Lafrancois, president of 
Nordair, Russ Bradley, owner of Bradley Air Services, and many 
others. As a young person I enjoyed sitting on our stairs listening 
to the conversations going on in the living room. There was 
laughter, long serious talks and sometimes even disagreements. 
But at the end of each evening, these competitors left feeling fine 
about the evening. I was always impressed with how Dad could 
manage a room and make everyone feel as though they had been 
heard and understood. He was very diplomatic, yet firm.

In the late 1950s AITA changed its organizational structure and 
Dad became President and CEO of the Air Transport Association 
of Canada (ATAC), where he represented most airlines, charter and 
freight operators, and flying schools in government relations with 
Transport Canada.  Here he remained for the rest of his working 
career.  We moved to Almonte, Ontario in 1958 and not only did 
the regular dinner meetings continue, but so did my exposure to 
more aviation greats. There I met Claude Taylor, Donald Watson, 
who became a mentor, Don Cameron and many others who were 
members of ATAC.

At the age of 15, I let Dad know I really wanted to learn to fly 
and at least have a private pilot licence and he mentioned this to 
Russ Bradley. I received a call from Mr. Bradley who asked if I 
would work for him that summer and in exchange he would give 
me flying lessons. I was ecstatic to say the least and that was the 
first step towards my own career. I worked all summer long, six 
days a week, and on my day off went flying. I did my first solo 
in an hour and forty-five minutes and I finished my lessons and 
had my “ride” in thirty-five hours total time. When I turned 16 

Morrison family collection
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in December I received my Private Licence in 
the mail. I was never really sure if Dad was 
happy about my achievement but learned later 
in life he was a very proud guy.

After high school, Jack Scholefield, owner 
of Laurentide Aviation, asked if I was going 
to get my commercial licence and Dad said, 
adamantly and firmly, “no”. Harry Picard 
worked with Dad at ATAC and heard about the 
back and forth of my attaining my commercial 
ticket and offered to go flying with me to see 
if I had the ‘right stuff’, as he put it. Of course 
Dad agreed and Harry put me through the 
wringer in a Piper Colt and needless to say I 
made it. Dad was not so convinced but onward 
and upwards, as he always said.

Dad was never very vocal about my choice of 
career but deep down I knew  his support was 
there and that he was proud of me doing what 
I had to do. The one thing he always said to 
me was that if I continued in aviation, I was 
not to expect him to find work for me. I had 
to do this on my own. Just having him as a 
father opened doors I never would have been 
able to enter on my own and I appreciated 
that throughout. His sage advice helped me 
immensely, along with the contacts I met at 
home during his meetings.

I was all set for a career with Air Canada 
and had a course date but was offered a job 
in Africa on a DC-3 and off I went. Dad 
showed his disappointment for the first time 
and was quite upset. I loved the DC-3 and it 
was the only airplane I really wanted to be 
on in those days. He understood but was let 
down and that was obvious. At the end of the 
contract Pacific Western Airlines was hiring 
and I was interviewed but failed to make the 
grade. They felt I needed more experience. 
Don Watson wrote me a hand written note of 
encouragement and told me to keep trying. 
I still have that letter. Don kept in touch and 
continued to push me in my career. He was 
such a great friend to my father and Dad 
always made sure I said ‘hello’ to him when 
he was in town and let me spend time with 
him as well.

After obtaining roughly thirteen thousand 
hours time as Captain, I got into Management 
and things changed once again with Dad and 
me. He reached out more often and offered 
advice regularly. We seemed to have connected 
on a level he felt comfortable with and when 
I was appointed a company representative 

to attend ATAC meetings and AGMs I could 
see his pride. He would regularly introduce 
me around and tell people I was running this 
company or that one and made sure I met as 
many contacts as possible even though he was 
busy doing his own job.

At one of the first few AGMs I attended 
someone suggested I go to the Chairman’s 
reception, which I did and realized it was a 
mistake. I could hear the comments such as: 
Why is he here? He doesn’t belong, etc. And 
at that moment Max Ward walked in, saw my 
discomfort, walked up to me and shook my 
hand and patted me on the back saying not to 
pay any attention to them. He said I should just 
relax and talk with him for a few minutes and 
then told me to watch what happens next and 
left me alone. In seconds I was surrounded by 
the same people who had commented, asking 
me how I knew Mr. Ward so well! The very 
next year I was elected to the board of directors 
of ATAC, thanks to Mr. Ward and his one act of 
kindness that day. Having a father who knew 
everyone in the industry and represented them 
on government and legal matters was without 
a doubt a benefit regardless of whether he 
admitted it or not. Without trying, my father 
was a great influence on me and my career.

After Dad retired, I was nominated to the 
board of ATAC for three years. I know he 
was thrilled to get this news and would 
often question me on the latest events in the 
industry. We had so many great times together 
talking about the industry and who was doing 
what, and where did I think things were going.  
For the longest time he stayed in touch with 
the gang as he referred to them and they would 
meet for lunches at least once a month at the 
Rideau Club in Ottawa. 

Dad’s love for the industry was infectious and 
never diminished to the end.  He was intrigued 
by the idea of ‘fly by wire’ technology; he 
wondered if there would come a day when 
pilots would not have to know how to fly 
but have good computer skills instead? He 
envisioned a day when pilots would not need 
flying hours to land a job and that Captains 
would be in the left seat never having had to 
make a decision in an emergency situation, 
and how training might need to be adjusted to 
accommodate inexperience in the flight deck.  
He was a visionary!

I truly believe his induction into Canada’s 
Aviation Hall of Fame in 1989 was a highlight 
in his career, and he had us all attend the 
ceremony in Edmonton. Claude Taylor did 
his induction ceremony which meant so much 
to him. Of all the recognition he received in 
his time, The Hall meant everything to Dad.  
He asked me to make sure I supported The 
Hall in every way possible for as long as 
possible. I have been purchasing a table at the 
annual dinner since he passed away in 2003, 
and have been a Director on the Board since 
2011. Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame is one 
of the few places where we can help aviation 
legacies live on for future generations and 
I certainly encourage readers to offer their 
support as well.

I don’t think a month goes by without 
someone saying to me that they remember 
Angus Morrison well and still miss his sense 
of humour and advice. He will always be a 
part of my life and is very much missed.

These are photos of some of the people who attended dinner meetings at the Morrison 
home.  But the names of these gentlemen are unknown at this time.  We ask our readers to 
help identify them, if possible.  Please let us know by sending an email to editor: 
oswaldm@shaw.ca

Morrison family collection
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Looking Back at Induction 2016
Photos by Rick Radell

The 2016 Induction Ceremonies and dinner gala was held at the Aviation and Space Museum, Ottawa on June 9th.  Guests were seated at 
tables set among some very interesting aircraft which themselves garnered a great deal of attention.  Photos included here will bring back 
memories for many who attended.

Members of CAHF gathered for their 
group photo. Years of induction are 
marked in brackets.
Seated:  Millie MacLean (2016, 
accepting the Belt of Orion Award 
for the RCNAB), Fred Carmichael 
(2016), Kathy Fox (2016), Byron 
Cavadias (1996), Victor Bennett 
(2013), Dick Richmond (1995).
Standing:  Jim McBride (2015), 
Larry Milberry (2004), Donna-Lee 
Waymann (2016, representing her late 
father, Ross Lennox), Paul Baiden 
(2016, president of Royal Canadian 
Air Group), Saxon Shenstone (2016, 
representing his late father, Bev 
Shenstone).

Mayor Bill Elliot of Wetaskiwin, AB presented Honorary 
Citizenships to all inductees at the Induction Dinner. 
Here he presents the certificate to Kathy Fox.

Denis Chagnon was superb as Master of 
Ceremonies for the Dinner Gala.

Paul Baiden, president of the Royal Canadian Air 
Group, nominated the Royal Canadian Naval Air 
Branch for The Hall’s Belt of Orion Award for 
Excellence.
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MGen John Madower presents the 
certificate for the Belt of Orion Award 
for Excellence to Mrs. Millie MacLean, 
whose late husband Don MacLean 
was nominator for the Royal Canadian 
Naval Air Branch to receive this 
prestigious award.

CAHF Board Chairman, Tom Appleton, 
brought greetings from The Hall at the 
opening of ceremonies.

Kathy Fox receives her certificate 
of Membership from Chairman Tom 
Appleton.

Fred Carmichael is presented with his 
Hall of Fame medal by MGen John 
Madower.

MGen John Madower was presenter of medals to the new members of The Hall, and was also 
guest speaker during the ceremonies.  He has had a long and distinguished military career.  
He is a graduate of both Royal Roads and Royal Military Colleges, with a Bachelor of 
Mechanical Engineering. He is also a graduate 
of the United States Air Force Air Command 
and Staff College, holds a Masters of Public 
Administration from Auburn University, and 
is a graduate of the National Strategic Studies 
Program at the Canadian Forces College 
in Toronto.

He is a veteran of Afghanistan and the First 
Gulf War where he served as an Aerospace 
Engineer in Canada’s Naval Task Group of 
ships deployed to the Arabian Gulf. His most 
memorable postings are counted as those 
at sea and the numerous shore postings to 
Shearwater, the historic home of Canada’s 
Naval Air Branch.

Guests at tables in the Canada Aviation and Space Museum at Rockcliffe, Ottawa. The displays 
of aircraft were of great interest to everyone, but here you see guests watching the video monitor 
showing the life stories of the new inductees.

Donna-Lee Waymann represented her late 
father, Ross Lennox, as inductee to Canada’s 

Aviation Hall of Fame. She accepted his 
medal and certificate and then spoke about 

him, bringing his life-long career and family 
activities to life.

Saxon Shenstone accepted the medal and certificate 
on behalf of his late father, Beverley Shenstone, who 
became one of Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame newest 
members. He spoke about his father’s life and brilliant 
accomplishments in aeronautics.
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In 2014, we celebrated 100 years of the 
first commercial flight when a flying boat 
carrying one passenger flew 21 miles from St. 
Petersburg, Florida to Tampa. No one could 
have possibly imagined then the extraordinary 
progress achieved by civil aviation in the next 
100 years!

This was by no means a linear progression.  
The First World War provided a surge of 
innovation. The occasional bombs - dropped 
by hand at the start of the war - were  followed 
by thousands of kilos of bombs carried by 
giant, twin-engined airplanes two decades later 
in World War II. Engines had quadrupled in 
power, with a far better power to weight ratio.

The Boeing 247 revolutionized air travel.  
With two 550 horsepower Pratt & Whitney 
“wasp radial” engines, it could fly 50 mph 
faster than any other airliner, and it was more 
economical to operate.

The Douglas DC-3, developed in the 
mid 1930s, was virtually unmatched for 
adaptability, whether for mainline passenger 
routes or for military purposes. 17,399 
were produced in total. General Dwight 
Eisenhower rated it as one of the four most 
significant items of war-winning equipment!

An Incredible Journey
Pierre Jeanniot  OC, C.Q., FRAeS
Inducted Member of Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame, 2012

By the end of the war, more than 150,000 
aircraft had been produced, and about 1/3 were 
still operational. But those airplanes were not 
designed to carry freight or passengers, and 
no one attempted to set up regular passenger 
air services. However, many people saw great 
potential for freight and postal services.

At the end of World War I, the French 
government decided to set up an air mail route 
nearly 3000 kilometers long from France 
through Spain and Morocco, and eventually 
to Dakar, Senegal, West Africa.  1917 brought 
regular mail flights between Buenos Aires 
and Natal (Northern Brazil) and subsequently, 
between Buenos Aires and Santiago, Chile.

In Canada, the first bush flying took place 
in 1918 to survey the Quebec wilderness, 
and flying boats were being used for forestry 
patrols in Northern Ontario and Quebec.  

Airmail services of the Royal Air Force 
(RAF) to the Middle East from 1921 on laid 
the foundation for Imperial Airways.The U.K. 
to Australia service was inaugurated in 1927.

By 1931, KLM was operating between 
Amsterdam and Djakarta, Indonesia, and in 
1933, Air France was born.

Air mail expanded rapidly in North America, 
and major U.S. banks became regular 
customers.

In 1928, Juan Trippe’s new Pan American 
Airways started its first International 
passenger route between Key West, Florida 
and Havana, Cuba.

By 1934, Canadian Airways was flying 5.7 
million pounds of freight, almost as much as 
the U.S. airlines and British Imperial Airways 
combined.

Trans-Canada Airlines was established in 
1937 to carry mail across the country - and 
eventually, passengers.

The 1930s brought better engines, metal 
structures replacing wood,  retractable under 
carriages, and variable pitch propellers.  
Safety and efficiency improved substantially 
as the airliner evolved into a large monoplane, 
carrying up to 30 passengers plus baggage.

The Sopwith Camel, used in World War I as 
reconnaissance, fighter and bomber

Flying boat, Curtiss H-12, ca 1920s, used 
extensively in survey operations in Ontario 
and Quebec.

The twin-engined Boeing 247 revolutionized 
air travel in the 1930s.

The Douglas DC-3 became a legend in all-
round aviation utility from the mid 1930s, 
and is still in use.

World War II accelerated the development 
of more efficient piston-engines, and 
aerodynamics. But bigger was not always 
better.  The most powerful piston engine ever 
built developed 4,300 horsepower and had 28 
cylinders.  Reliability became a big problem.

The Second World War also signaled 
the introduction of jet engines. The first 
commercial airliner powered by a turbo jet 
engine was the deHavilland Comet, which 
had four deHavilland “Ghost turbo jets”, each 
developing 5000 pounds of thrust. In 1955, 
Pratt & Whitney’s JT3 engine developed 
13,500 pounds of thrust, and achieved a 24% 
fuel burn improvement over the Comet’s 
engines.

The first jet passenger aircraft, the 
deHavilland Comet, came on the scene in the 
early 1950s.

Internet photos
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The productivity of passenger airliners 
quadrupled in the 1960s. The Douglas DC-8 
and the Boeing 707s carried twice the number 
of passengers at twice the speed of the larger 
piston-driven passenger airliners. The Boeing 
747 in 1970 offered three times the capacity 
of the earlier Boeing 707. It introduced the so-
called ‘wide-body’ and the beginning of mass 
travel.

The Boeing 707, along with the DC-8, 
introduced mass passenger travel options, 
1960s.

With the exception of the supersonic Concorde 
which flew 100 passengers at twice the speed 
of sound, the speed of passenger airplanes 
has remained around 0.8 mach, avoiding the 
problems associated with crossing the sound 
barrier. The Concorde was a great technical 
achievement but an economic failure. It ceased 
operating in 2003.

The turbo-fan developed in the late 1980s 
introduced a larger fan which passed part of the 
air around the engine, making it run cooler and 
quieter, substantially increasing the efficiency 
of the turbo-jet. The original turbo-fan had a 
one-to-one by-pass ratio.

Successive increases in the size and range of 
wide-bodied commercial airplanes required 
bigger, more powerful and efficient engines.  
The largest airliner today, the Airbus A-380, 
was certified to carry 853 passengers.

The Boeing 747 more than doubled the 
capacity of the B-707 and introduced the 
concept of the “wide-body” aircraft.

The Concorde carried passengers at supersonic speed, but ceased operations in 2003.

It has a range of 15,700 km (8,500 miles) 
and a cruising speed of 0.86 mach. The 
3-class configuration seats 544 passengers. 
The Boeing B-777X proposal, still to be 
produced, will have a range of 14,000 km 
and 440 passenger configuration which 
Boeing believes will match the seat/cost of 
the A-380.

Turbofan engines have successfully 
increased in thrust and by-pass ratio.  The 
Boeing 777X engines require upward of 
105,000 pounds of thrust.

Fuel efficiency has constantly improved. 
The current commercial airplane consumes 
barely 18% per seat compared with the 
Comet with a by-pass ratio of up to 10/1.

The industry has set itself the ambitious target 
of becoming totally carbon neutral by 2050.  
Increasingly efficient turbo engines with 

The Airbus A-380 is the largest airliner today.

higher by-pass ratios, less polluting bio-fuel, 
and perhaps hybrid electrical propulsion - all 
should help achieve that demanding target.

The various developments in our propulsion 
systems have largely contributed to making 
commercial aviation a very efficient, 
worldwide mass transportation system.  
Today, the aviation industry safely transports 
more than 3.8 billion passengers per year, 
and moves travelers from one side of the 
planet to the other in less than a day.  

The price of air travel continues to fall in 
relative terms, and traffic will continue 
to grow along its historical growth curve 
of 4.5 to 5% per year, at least for the 
foreseeable future, as nearly everyone 
joining the ‘middle-class’, particularly in 
Asian countries, aspires to becoming an 
international tourist.
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A century after he fired the twin .303 calibre 
Vickers machine guns of his Sopwith Camel 
biplane at Baron Manfred von Richthofen in 
what is the best-known aerial battle of the First 
World War, Captain Arthur Roy Brown of the 
Royal Air Force (RAF) is now remembered 
with a proper military headstone. Although 
never officially recognized for shooting down 
the “Red Baron,” Roy Brown was a fighter 
pilot ace with 10 victories officially credited to 
him, and was twice awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross. In 2015 he was inducted as a 
Member of Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame.

Roy Brown was one of 936 Canadians who 
served Canada while first wearing the uniform 
of the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS), which 
amalgamated with the Royal Flying Corps on 
April 1, 1918 to form the RAF.

A native of Carleton Place, Ontario, following 
the war he worked for his father-in-law’s paint 
company in Toronto. Never losing his interest 
in aviation, in 1928 he incorporated General 
Airways Limited, and became a pioneer in 
bush flying operations in Ontario, Québec 
and Manitoba. The company flew up to seven 
aircraft through the difficult years of the 
Depression and ceased operating in 1940.

Brown then bought a farm near Stouffville, 
Ontario. After his death on March 9, 1944 at 
the age of 50, he was buried in the cemetery 
at Aurora, Ontario. But in 1955, his body was 
removed and cremated. His remains were 
placed in an unmarked gravesite of common 

A Headstone for Arthur Roy Brown, DSC
John Chalmers

ground at the Necropolis Cemetery in Toronto. 
After his wife, Edythe, died in 1988 her 
remains were likewise placed at the cemetery.

Roy and Edythe Brown are now honoured at 
a plot acquired there by the Last Post Fund, 
and on a military headstone provided by 
members of the Brown family. The memorial 
is a result of publicity begun two years ago by 
Nadine Carter, then 10 years old in school at 
Stouffville. She had discovered that little was 
known locally about a Canadian aviation hero 
of the Great War, and felt that recognition of the 
life of Captain Roy Brown was long overdue. 
Her contact with members of three levels of 
government and attention from news media 
changed that situation. Then with full support 
of the A. Roy Brown Society of Carleton Place, 
the Last Post Fund became involved.

Arthur Roy Brown was not the only member 
of his family to serve in the Great War. A 
younger brother, John Horace, also known by 
his second name, signed up with the Canadian 
Infantry  in August 1914, shortly after the war 
began. He started as an NCO in the army with 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Wounded 
in France in 1915, and discharged after a visit 
home to Canada, Horace reenlisted with the 
Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS). Like his 
older brother Roy, Horace finished as a pilot 
with the RAF, holding the rank of Lieutenant. 
Following a cycling accident in England 
after the war, Horace developed  pneumonia, 
followed by influenza, and he died in England 
at age 22 in February, 1919. His body was 
brought back to Carleton Place for burial.

On June 30, 2016, a gathering of some 50 people 
comprised of family members, representatives 
of the Roy Brown Society and of the Last Post 
Fund, ex-RCAF personnel, and members of 
the Toronto chapter of the Canadian Aviation 
Historical Society assembled at the Necropolis 
Cemetery to dedicate a monument to Roy and 
Edythe Brown.

The next day, Canada Day at the Strawberry 
Festival in Stouffville, two bronze plaques 
commemorating Roy Brown were unveiled in 
his memory. Nadine Carter, who had spoken 
at the headstone dedication, unveiled one 
plaque at Stouffville. The other was unveiled 
by Carol Nicholson, a daughter of Roy’s 
brother, Howard, and by Dianne Sample, a 

granddaughter of Roy and Edythe Brown. It is 
installed at the nearby Rolling Hills Golf Club 
on land which was once the Brown’s farm, 
operated by Edythe for 20 years after Roy’s 
death.

A century after Captain Roy Brown flew for 
Canada in the days before it had an air force 
of its own, he and his wife are now properly 
remembered.

The headstone for Roy and Edythe Brown, 
bearing the crest of the Royal Air Force. 

Captain A. Roy Brown, DSC and Bar, was 
inducted as a member of Canada’s Aviation 
Hall of Fame in 2015

Roy Brown family photo Rob Probert, president of the Roy Brown 
Society and Nadine Carter, now 12 and an 
army cadet, visited the Necropolis Cemetery 
where Nadine placed three roses at the 
headstone for the Browns -- one for Roy, 
one for Edythe, and one for members of 
Canada’s armed forces.

Gabriella Bennett photo

John Chalmers photo
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Double Celebrations at Nanton
Story & Photos by John Chalmers

The Bomber Command Museum of Canada at 
Nanton, Alberta, marked its 30th anniversary 
on August 19 and 20, 2016. It is dedicated to 
honouring Canadians who served with Bomber 
Command during the Second World War. The 
Museum’s first acquisition was its Lancaster 
bomber, FM159, saved from salvage after the 
war. Now restored with all Merlin engines 
running, it is dedicated to Lancaster pilot S/L 
Ian Bazalgette VC, the only Albertan to receive 
the Victoria Cross in the Second World War, and 
a Member of Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame.

Caroline Saunders, the Calgary-based British 
Consul General for Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba was one of several speakers 
at the celebrations. She applauded Canada’s 
contribution to the massive war efforts by 
the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan 
(BCATP). She stated that, “During World War 
II the U.K. stood with its friends and allies 
across the world, who believe in the cause of 
freedom, and in those dark years, we had no 
greater friend than Canada -- a friendship born 
out of family and shared values.

“Not only did the Royal Canadian Air Force 
provide valiant air and ground crews to Bomber 
Command, but the country provided the labour 
of its people in its factories and the resources of 
its vast land to sustain the allies in their fight. 
The tradition of the U.K. and Canada working 
together is still as strong today as it was in the 
past.”

Also celebrated was the 75th anniversary 
of 419 Moose Squadron of the RCAF.  A 
commemoration ceremony concluded with a 

flypast of two CT-155 Hawks of 419 Squadron 
based at Cold Lake, Alberta. A run-up of all 
the Lancaster’s engines was dedicated to the 
Squadron for the occasion.

The program included a presentation by 
Stéphane Guevremont, Honorary Colonel of 

At the commemoration ceremony for 419 
Squadron, Captain Eric Blakie spoke of the 
squadron’s work today.  Canada’s Bomber 
Command Memorial Wall behind him names 
over 10,600 airmen who lost their lives while 
serving with Bomber Command in the Second 
World War.  For the occasion, a poppy symbol 
was placed beside the names of 537 members 
who flew with 419 Squadron.

419 Tactical Fighter Training Squadron, RCAF. 
He described the history of Moose Squadron 
from 1941, its performance and losses during 
the Second World War, and the importance of its 
first commanding officer, W/C John “Moose” 
Fulton, DSO, DFC, AFC.

Lancaster FM159, the 
prime showpiece of the 
Bomber Command Museum 
of Canada, did both daytime 
and night run-up of all 
Merlin engines.

Museum board member, Karl 
Kjarsgaard, retired Air Canada 
captain, gave a comprehensive 

presentation about the history of the 
Bomber Command Museum, beginning 
with its rescue of a Lancaster Bomber.  

Karl is heading up the efforts to 
recover a Halifax bomber in Swedish 

waters, to be restored at Nanton.

Lynn Hamilton has been involved in aviation her entire life. As the daughter of Aviation Hall of Fame 2011 Inductee, Don 
Hamilton, Lynn was exposed to both the passion and business of aviation from early on. Lynn began working summers in the 
family businesses - Air Spray (1967) Ltd. and Hamilton Aviation Ltd., providing administrative support to Air Spray’s aerial wildfire 
suppression operation and Hamilton Aviation’s property acquisitions and management. After a hiatus to attend University to 
complete degrees in law and business administration, Lynn rejoined the business as company lawyer and eventually became 
President of the company.

After the passing of her father in 2011, Lynn took over sole ownership and control of the companies. At the time, the company 
owned a fleet of Lockheed L188 Electra air tanker aircraft supported by a fleet of Twin Commander 690 “bird dog” or lead plane 
aircraft. Lynn has since significantly expanded the business by establishing Air Spray USA Inc. in California and adding a fleet 
of BAe 146, Air Tractor 802 and Fire Boss air tankers to operate throughout the US. While the Air Spray group currently owns 
and operates over 40 aircraft for wildfire suppression, Air Spray is also involved in various other endeavours through its newest 
division, Springbrook Aerospace, including fire mission flight simulator development, MRO, aircraft parts fabrication and aircraft 
structural engineering. Lynn is also involved with several Boards and Committees locally and nationally. Lynn received her 
Institute of Corporate Director’s designation in 2014 and was awarded Global ‘s Woman of Vision in the same year. In her spare 
time Lynn competes in women’s soccer, show jumping and equestrian endurance riding. She has been married for 22 years and 
is the mother to 5 teenagers. She lives in Edmonton.

Lynn Hamilton, BA, MBA, LLB, LLM

New Director



Brass Poppy Project
(with notes from Carl Mills, 400 Sqn. Historical Society)

400 Squadron
400 Squadron is an active Air Force Squadron in the RCAF and now flies the Griffon helicopter at the Canadian 
Forces Base Borden, Ontario. The squadron was formed in Toronto in 1932 and is in its 84th year of continuous 
service.  It is Canada’s oldest serving squadron.  Prior to its location at Borden, 400 and 411 Squadrons flew from 
CFB Downsview (Toronto) for 50 years (1946-1996). 411 Sqn was disbanded at that time.

During the tenure of the squadrons, #400 had 37 casualties with four ‘missing-in-action’ (MIAs), leaving 33 
headstones, and #411 had 31 casualties with 10 MIAs, leaving 21 headstones. These 68 casualties are our 
Honour Roll members.

The 400 Squadron Historical Society
The Historical Society is a separate organization which is made up of  retired members of 400 Squadron and 
is located in Toronto. The Society has several projects underway relating to the history and heritage of the 
squadron, including artwork, search for relatives, aircraft restoration, and documentation. The “Brass Poppy” 
project, related to both 400 and 411 Squadrons, is now underway as an 85th anniversary project for 2017.

Brass Poppy Project
The brass poppy project is an outreach project to photograph each of the 54 Honour Roll headstones with the 
travelling set of 15 brass poppies as shown in the photograph.  Headstones are located in Canada, the UK, 
Germany, Holland, Belgium, and France.  

At this time, the photographing of headstones in the ten cemeteries in the Canadian portion for both 400 and 411 
Squadrons has been completed.

Presently, the travelling set has been photographed in France, and has proceeded to the UK, then on to 

Image of the brass poppy travelling set, 
shown in the shipping box with one side 
removed and the side panel down. All 
fifteen poppies are mounted on a wooden 
base. It is approximately two feet square.

400 Sqn Historical Society

I have had a long-time hobby of constructing models depicting RCAF World War II aircraft. These are 
1/72 scale, and include injection formed and vacuform kits.  Some models show extensive modifications 
which create varieties of one type, such as the Anson Mk I, Mk II and Mk V, fourteen versions of the 
Spitfire - from Mk Ia to Mk XVIe, Lancasters Mk I, II and X, Halifax Mk II, III and VII.

The collection of the kits and construction of the models has taken over fifteen years to complete and 
required years of research. Almost every model has information about the RCAF Unit, the Base and years 
of operations.  

It was my hope that the collection would include all the RCAF aircraft of that 1939-1945 era; perhaps 
one or two one-off types may be missing, but the main types are all there. There were some short-run 
vacuform kits that were very hard to find, eg., Fawn, Fort, Northrop Delta. The Fleet ‘Fort’, ‘Fawn’ and 

‘Finch’ kits were very rare short-run kits.

Each model has the identity of actual aircraft of the British Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan (BCATP), Home War Establishment, and Overseas Operations, with 
serial numbers and Squadron codes. There are several models that were not on RCAF 
inventory, eg., Whitley and Stirling, but were flown on RAF operations by RCAF 
aircrew.

I have recently donated my collection of 125 models to the Air Force Museum of 
Alberta, located in the Military Museums of Calgary. The museum has constructed 
four attractive acrylic display units to safely house the models.  

Will Cameron showing 
off one of his models, a 

Lancaster.  Bill resides in 
Okotoks, Alberta.

Bill Cameron photos

One of the display cases 
showing Home War 
Establishment models

Hamburg, Germany. At the end of this 
tour, 43 of the headstones will have 
been photographed, leaving 11 of the 
411 Squadron headstones of the Honour 
Roll still to be done in France, Holland 
and Germany.  Military Attaches at the 
Canadian Embassies, as well Canadian 
Legions, have provided assistance with 
the project.

Collection of RCAF WW II Aircraft Models
William (Bill) Cameron

CAHF Mourns the Loss of a Member
Jerauld George “Jerry” Wright  DFC, CD   (1917 - 2016)

Jerauld George “Jerry” Wright passed away peacefully in his hundredth year at the Perley Rideau Veterans’ Health Centre in 
Ottawa, Ontario, on September 13.  He was born on August 31, 1917 in Liverpool, Nova Scotia.  

He joined the RCAF in 1940, graduated as a Navigator and was commissioned as a Pilot Officer.  He served on operations out of 
England and India, and on Arctic operations.  He devised special techniques and adaptations of navigational equipment.  While 
with the Central Proving and Test Establishment of the RCAF at Rockcliffe, ON he developed the prototype of the Synchronous 
Astro Compass which greatly improved the heading accuracy at all latitudes.  It is used in all Canadian Forces long range aircraft.  
In 1951 he  designed distance/bearing type computers, such as the R-Theta and the Position and Homing Indicator Mk 3, and many 
other air navigation systems.  

He was predeceased by his wife Elma, his sister Mary Knox, his older son Ian, and his younger daughter Alison Chenosky. He is survived by his daughter 
Kirsty/Christine (Louis Tousignant), son Robert, and five grandchildren. The funeral was held at Central Chapel of Hulse, Playfair & McGarry on September 17.


